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RESULTS OF G. BERDIMUHAMEDOW’S VISIT TO AZERBAIJAN 
 

On 8-9 of August, Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow paid an official visit 

to Azerbaijan. 

During the meeting in an expanded format, Turkmen President Gurbanguly 

Berdimuhamedow and Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev discussed issues of bilateral 

cooperation in energy, transport, and the humanitarian sectors. 

President of Azerbaijan I.Aliyev speaking at the expanded format meeting emphasized 

that: "Our today’s negotiations and the signed documents prove once again that the 

Turkmen-Azerbaijani relations are at the highest level. The basis of these ties comprises 

unity, friendship, brotherhood of our peoples. Turkmen and Azerbaijani peoples live 

together, cooperate and keep their friendship for centuries. And interstate relations are 

built on this solid foundation. This year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of 

establishment of diplomatic relations. Over these 25 years, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan 

have gone through a great and successful path." 

In his response speech, Head of Turkmenistan G. Berdimuhamedow stated: "Azerbaijan is 

our important and reliable partner. Together we are working actively to create the 

appropriate conditions for ensuring peace, stability and security in Central Asia, the 

Caspian Basin, and building effective cooperation mechanisms. Mutual steps between 

Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan are a factor of strategic stability and positive development of 

regional processes. Both countries support a transformation of the Caspian space into a 

source of long-term stability in Eurasia, a region of broad international partnership." 

At the same time, important negotiations were held on the prospects for energy 

cooperation between two countries. At the moment, Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan are 

using all opportunities to implement joint new projects in order to diversify energy and 

transport flows. In this respect, the Trans-Caspian pipeline project, which will provide 

Turkmen gas for Europe through the territory of Azerbaijan and Turkey, became relevant 

again. 

It should be noted that there always was a lot of speculation about the construction of the 

Trans-Caspian gas pipeline, according to which Turkmen gas would begin its journey to 

Europe, especially after the prospects for its construction have acquired real outlines. Now 

the parties are considering the possibility of supplying Turkmen gas to Europe through 

the Southern Gas Corridor.  
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During the enlarged meeting, representatives of the state bodies of Azerbaijan and 

Turkmenistan signed a package of new agreements and documents. Among the signed 

documents were: 

- "Declaration on strategic partnership between the Republic of Azerbaijan and 

Turkmenistan"; 

- "Protocol on the introduction of additions and changes to the "Agreement on the 

organization of cargo transportation, operation, accounting of freight cars and containers, 

calculations for their operation in the international direct rail and ferry services through 

the ports of Baku and Turkmenbashi”; 

- "Agreement in the field of tourism"; 

 - "Agreement on cooperation in the field of culture". 

The parties also discussed prospects for cooperation in the transport sector. Turkmen 

companies expressed interest in using opportunities of the newly opened Baku-Tbilisi-

Kars railway line, which has great potential to increase the transit opportunities of 

Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan. 

Presidents of two countries also touched upon the issues of further discussion of Caspian 

issues. It should be noted that two countries together with other Caspian countries are 

negotiating on the legal status of the Caspian Sea.  

In general, the visit of the Turkmen leader to Azerbaijan was held in a friendly 

atmosphere. The parties outlined plans for coming years. Bilateral relations in the energy 

and transport sectors are particularly promising. 

On the last day of the visit, President Berdimuhamedow invited Ilham Aliyev to the 

opening ceremony of the 5th Asian Games. "I take this opportunity to invite you to take 

part in the opening ceremony of the 5th Asian Indoor Games and Martial Arts, which will 

be held in Ashgabat on September 17," the Turkmen President noted.. 
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AND STILL THE ROAD WILL BE CONSTRUCTED 

 

During the reporting period, important negotiations on the final approval of the China-

Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway project were held. According to the Uzbek press, the 

project has moved to a practical stage. 

According to the Deputy Chairman of the Board of "Uzbekiston Temir Yollari" JSC Davron 

Dekhkanov, this corridor will provide an opportunity to transport goods from China 

through Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to Eastern Europe through the Transcaucasian 

corridor. And it will become the shortest route for cargo transportation to Europe. 

Therefore, Chinese railways and the Chinese government are very interested in this 

project. The PRC, as well as the government of Uzbekistan, is making great efforts to start 

this construction.  

As the experts note, there are a number of technical issues that are discussed by the 

Chinese and Kyrgyz authorities. First of all, these are issues related to the difference of 

tracks. 

"In Uzbekistan, the track is 1520 millimeters, in China - 1435 millimeters. How the cargo 

will be transshipped, at which station, and where this terminal will be located - all these 

issues are still open. But we hope that within the framework of the Belt and Road 

initiative this project will be implemented," said Davron Dekhkanov 

Not surprisingly, the Uzbek side shows an increased interest in the project. After all, it was 

the first president of Uzbekistan, I.Karimov, who proposed this initiative in the middle of 

the 90s. 

And today Uzbek railway workers actively participate in the development of this initiative, 

planning of construction and installation works; it is necessary to construct a significant 

number of engineering structures, tunnels and bridges, since this site is similar to the 

Uzbek route Angren-Pap. 

In general, if implemented, the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway will not only create 

the southern corridor of the Second Continental Transport Bridge, but will also open new 

markets for producers of three countries.  

According to the preliminary parameters of the project, the route from East Asia to the 

countries of the Middle East and Southern Europe will shorten by 900 kilometers, and the 

terms will decrease by 7-8 days. 
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In addition, the construction will ensure development of the transport infrastructure of 

Central Asian countries, provide them with convenient access to the ports of the Persian 

Gulf and the Pacific ocean, will stimulate the development and use of natural resources in 

the countries of the region. 

For many years the railway project was not approved by all its participants because of 

subjective reasons. The first progress in the project began before the Forum in Beijing. 

During the forum in May this year, representatives of China, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan 

held a separate meeting and discussed the project on railway construction. 

Speaking in Beijing, Shavkat Mirziyoyev said: "We believe that the China-Kyrgyzstan-

Uzbekistan-Afghanistan railway with access to the ports of Pakistan and Iran in the Indian 

Ocean could also be integrated into the extensive network of transport corridors of the 

Belt and Road". There are still certain obstacles to road construction. According to the 

Chinese side, there are two of them. 

The first is the position of Kyrgyzstan. The leadership of the Kyrgyz Republic still cannot 

decide on the route. Bishkek offers a route of more than 400 km, connecting several cities 

and settlements (Torugart-Dostuk-At-Bashi-Jalal-Abad - 433 km). Beijing insists on the 

route length of 278 km (Torugart-Arpa-Kara-Suu - 278 km). 

However, as it became known, Beijing and Bishkek decided to accelerate the construction 

of the railway. During the visit to Beijing in May of this year, A.Atambayev and the 

Chairman of the China Road and Bridge Corporation Lu Shan discussed details of the 

project. 

The second is the position of Russia. According to Chinese experts, the prospects of the 

railway are still vague, first of all, because of the cautious position of China itself. In 

Beijing, it is believed that Moscow is sharply critical of this project that is way it blocks it. 

In this situation, Beijing does not remove it from the agenda, it continues to consistently 

promote its relevance in the eyes of Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. 

Proceeding from this, the project of the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway will move to 

the practical stage in the near future. Considering the position of Uzbekistan, connection 

of this railway with the railways of Afghanistan, Turkmenistan and Iran can be expected. 
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VISIT BEFORE THE ELECTIONS 

 

During the reporting period, the working visit of the head of Government of Kyrgyzstan 

Sooronbay Jeenbekov to the Republic of Turkey was held. During the visit, the head of the 

Kyrgyz cabinet of ministers and the presidential candidate held a number of meetings, including 

meeting with Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim. Also, the opening ceremony of the Manas 

monument in Istanbul, the presentation of the Manas epic in Turkish, as well as a meeting with 

representatives of the Kyrgyz diaspora in Turkey took place within the framework of the visit. 

Delegation of the Kyrgyz Republic included Minister of Foreign Affairs Erlan Abdyldayev, Minister 

of Culture, Information and Tourism Tugolbay Kazakov, Minister of Education and Science 

Gulmira Kudaiberdiyeva and Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic to the Republic of Turkey 

Ibrahim Zhunusov. During the meeting, the sides discussed prospects for bilateral cooperation in 

education, culture, agriculture, as well as trade and economic partnership. 

At the meeting, Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim noted that Turkey is interested in 

deepening cooperation with friendly Kyrgyzstan in all spheres of partnership, including economy, 

trade, culture and education. He emphasized the need to intensify bilateral relations and spoke 

for the speedy holding of the next meeting of the Turkish-Kyrgyz trade and economic 

commission. 

A special emphasis was placed on the humanitarian side of bilateral cooperation. The parties 

noted that since 1992, 3500 students from Kyrgyzstan received higher education through higher 

education programs in Turkish universities. In 2016, 100 quotas were allocated for Kyrgyz 

citizens. 

In his speech, S. Jeenbekov said: "Turkey is one of the main trade and economic partners of 

Kyrgyzstan. It is necessary to strengthen trade, economic and investment ties between our 

countries." 

Also speaking at the opening ceremony of the monument in Istanbul, the Prime Minister of 

Kyrgyzstan noted: "Monument to Manas in the city of Istanbul will become the pride of the 

Kyrgyz people, symbolizing friendship with the people of Turkey. We are grateful that people of 

Turkey treat the history and culture of the Kyrgyz people with deep respect". 

Recall that S.Jeenbekov is one of the main candidates from the SDPK for the presidency of the KR 

in the elections, which will be held in October this year. Observers note that the current prime 

minister has great chances to become the next president of Kyrgyzstan. 
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SANCTIONS INTRODUCED BY THE USA WILL AFFECT EVERYONE 
In early August, the Senate, and then the US President Donald Trump signed a new package of 

sanctions, which was directed against Russia, Iran and the DPRK. According to the experts' just 

comment, the revised and moderated version of sanctions proposed by the House of 

Representatives, in fact, has united all the existing directions for introducing US sanctions against 

foreign countries. However, the main sense of the document adopted is related to an 

unprecedented tightening of the sanctions regime against Russia. 

The news of the sanction approval was generally expected, although there were hopes of 

improving relations between Russia and the US, especially after the meeting between Putin and 

Trump in Hamburg. However, contrary to expectations, the US will still introduce a new package 

of sanctions against Russia. This circumstance can provoke a worsening of relations not only 

between the US and Russia, but also lead to a complication of relations between Washington and 

Brussels, as well as to internal political changes in the United States. 

For the first time, the countries of the Euro zone noted that this time Washington acts unilaterally, 

having developed a new package of sanctions without agreement of European partners. 

Proceeding from the fact that new US sanctions are hitting the interests of European companies, 

which cooperate with Russian TNCs in the energy sector, Europeans have sharply condemned the 

sanctions. Most of all Europeans were concerned about the construction of the Nord Stream-2 gas 

pipeline. As is known, this gas pipeline project is of great importance for Germany. 

Considering the close economic ties between countries of the Eurasian Economic Union, 

Kazakhstan can also feel a negative impact of these sanctions. This is borne out by the 

experience of the previous years, when the state of affairs in the Kazakh economy deteriorated 

sharply from the change in the situation in the Russian economy. Moreover, immediately after the 

news of the introduction of sanctions, the national currency once again weakened against the 

dollar. 

The reaction to sanctions of other regional players also turned out to be negative. The leadership 

of Iran condemned the actions of the US, noting that the sanctions adopted do not meet the 

provisions of the signed agreement with Iran last year.  

Turkey's position on this issue is noteworthy. In a recent interview, Turkish Foreign Minister 

M.Cavusoglu said: "Turkey itself suffered much from sanctions in the past. Sanctions against our 

neighbors and partners (Russia) caused heavy damage to our economy. That's why when we hear 

about sanctions, we do not approve it. We are looking for other ways to solve problems. 

Therefore, we have not joined sanctions against Russia, we prefer political interaction". 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkey, 

the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that conducts and 

coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and history of the Turkic 

world from ancient times to the present day.The Turkic Academy promotes cooperation 

between research and development and education centers, studying Turkish world. 

www.twesco.org    |    57-49-86 

Tauelsizdik 57, Palace of Peace and Reconciliation     

Astana, 010000    |    Kazakhstan 

 @intturkicacadem 

https://www.facebook.com/Intturkicacadem 
 

 


